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with barbed points, and probably in many cases poisoned
with the juice of the Manchineel tree.1

Leaving Guadalupe, the Spanish fleet sailed northwards
and discovered and named the islands of Montserrat and
Antigua. The fleet came to an anchor in the harbour of
the island of St. Martin. This island has an area of only
38 square miles; but at that time it was very populous,
though without any streams, and dependent only on the
rains for its supply of water. St. Martin was also
apparently inhabited by Caribs, who were found wearing
their hair very long for the most part, with their faces
tatued with marks like crosses, and large circles round
their eyes and eyebrows, stained with the deep-red dye
of the Bixia tree (the same which produces the magenta
colour painted on the exterior of Dutch cheeses)*

On 14 November, 1493, the expedition reached the
island of Santa Cruz, or rather the whole archipelago of the
Virgin Islands, which the Spaniards at first thought might
be continuous land. Finding it was divided up into more
than forty islands, Columbus called the group after the
n,ooo virgins, the legendary saints of the city of Cologne.
From here they reached the large island of Porto Rico
(the Spanish form of the name was Puerto Rico), then
called by the natives Borinken (Borinquen). Borinken
was guessed at as being a very large island (compared to
the Lesser Antilles which they had just quitted, and the
northernmost of which they described as "the last of the
Carib islands"); and also the most beautiful: a perfectly
true description at the present day. It was blessed with

1 The Manchineel tree (Hippomane maminella^ of the Euphorbia family), which
will often be referred to in this story, is found in all marshy districts alontf the coasts
of the West India Islands and Central America. It grows to as much as 40 feet in
height, and bears flowers something like those of a poppy, of a sickly yellow colour.
The milky sap of flowers, leaves, and branches is a deadly poison,